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RATING CONCEPTS

HERS ENERGY 

STAR 

Portfolio 

Manager

ÅBoth implemented together is ideal

ÅFoundation: Asset for residential, operational for commercial

Ratings: Asset vs. Operational

ÅStatistical: Comparison against peers

ÅTechnical: Comparison against fixed benchmarks

ÅPolicymakers favor technical scales for goal-setting

Scales: Statistical vs. Technical

ÅTransaction trigger for residential, both for commercial 

Triggers: Transaction vs. Scheduled

ÅPrivate for residential, both for commercial

Disclosure: Public vs. Private



Comparing Home Performance Rating Systems
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Rating Scale? Asset Efficiency? Energy Only?

California Green Builder No (certificate) Yes No

DOE Home Energy 

Saver
No Yes Yes

DOE E-Scale Yes Yes Yes

ENERGY STAR Homes
No (top-performers 

only)
Yes Yes

EPS Yes Yes Yes

HERS Yes Yes Yes

LEED for Homes Yes Yes No

DOE Homes Label* Yes Yes Yes



HERS (HOME ENERGY RATING SYSTEM)

Oregon Energy Performance Scores Task Force

ÅAdministered by RESNET

ÅUsed extensively by federal 
government

Å Informs DOE E-Scale

Å Informs ENERGY STAR for 
Homes

ÅAdopted by IRS in 2006 to 
determine qualification for 
federal tax credits



HERS (HOME ENERGY RATING SYSTEM)
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Å Most market penetration of any residential rating program

Å Successful branding among builders, government and                    
consumers (through ENERGY STAR)

Å Extensive rater infrastructure: More than 4,000 certified energy                
rating practitioners in all 50 states

Å Comprehensive on-site testing

Å Lots of data inputs ςvery robust

Å Cost can be prohibitive

Å $492 average cost for performance testing (RESNET survey, 2009)

Å Most HERS ratings to date are for new homes ςlittle penetration in 
existing home stock
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DOE EnergySmart Home Scale
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DOE EnergySmart Home Scale

Å The housing stock is very inefficient, with a typical existing home scoring 
about a 130 on the E-Scale (with 100 as 2004 IECC)
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ENERGY STAR HOMES

ÅQualifying homes must be at 
least 15% more efficient than 
2004 IRC 

ÅPassed 1 million-home 
milestone last year

ÅMore than 6,000 builders in 
the nation are building 
ENERGY STAR homes
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EPS (ENERGY PERFORMANCE SCORE)

ÅAdministered by Energy Trust 
of Oregon

ÅPiloted in late 2008 by Earth 
Advantage Institute

ÅUses different modeling 
software than HERS


