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Outline

ÇIntroduction to U.S. labeling of homes and 
buildings

ÇWhy is it important?

ÇPolicy Overview ςCity, State and Federal
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What is Building Energy 
Labeling?

ÇLabel = Comparative energy performance 
measurement, rating and disclosure

ÇAsset rating ςMeasures structural performance

ÇOperational rating ςMeasures actual performance

ÇCommercial and residential labeling highly 
segmented



ASHRAE Existing Buildings in Urban Areas Conference

Residential Labels

Energy Performance Score labelHERS label
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Residential Labels

DOE EnergySmart Home Scale
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Residential Labels

Å The housing stock is very inefficient, with a typical existing home scoring 
about a 130 on the E-Scale (with 100 as 2004 IECC)
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Commercial Labels

ENERGY STAR label ASHRAE Building EQ label
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U.S. Energy-Related Carbon Dioxide Emissions by End Use Sector, 2008
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ÇHelps us understand building performance
Ç U.S. existing building stock:  ~300 billion SF = 115,00 ESBs

Ç Canõt manage what we arenõt measuring

Ç Smarter policies, effective incentives, better building operations

Ç Increases accountability for building energy performance

Ç Feedback loop among architects, engineers, operators and tenants

Ç Will help bring predicted performance in line with actual 
performance

Why are we Labeling
Buildings?
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Leveraging the Market?


