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ASHRAE Existing Buildings in Urban Areas ConferenceWhat does a Comprehensive 

Existing Building Policy 

Look Like?

Performance Rating and Disclosure

Building Energy Codes

Incentives and financing for Owners

Workforce Development

Leading by Example ïPublic Buildings



ASHRAE Existing Buildings in Urban Areas ConferenceRecurring Themes

ÅStart with ambitious long-term 

climate/efficiency goal

ÅRecognition that existing buildings are key 

to achieving climate/energy goals

ÅTask force with broad stakeholder 

membership 

ÅPolitical consensus through compromise



Washington, DC

DC Green Building Act of 2006

ÅBased on task force recommendation

Å First large city to require LEED for private buildings

ÅRequired Mayor to green building code

Å New DC Building Code adopted in December 2008 included 

ASHRAE 90.1 2007 and 30% Solution for low-rise residential

Å DC is now updating building code and considering ASHRAE 

189.1 and the International Green Construction Code (IgCC)



DC Energy Act of 2008

ENERGY STAR Benchmarking

ÅRatings published online

ÅAlready: Government owned or operated 

buildings 10k+ square feet

ÅPrivate buildings starting:

12/31/2010 ï200k+ sf

12/31/2011 ï150k+ sf

12/31/2012 ï100k+ sf

12/31/2013 ï50k+ sf



DC Energy Act ENERGY STAR 

Benchmarking Requirements for Private 

Buildings
ÅStarting in 2012, new private buildings 50,000+ 

square feet required to estimate energy 

performance using Energy Star Target Finder 

(asset rating)

ÅAsset and operational ratings will be published 

online
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Å Supports Austin Climate Protection Plan launched in 2007

Å Provisions from Energy Efficiency Upgrades Task Force (2008)

Å Passed by City Council Nov. 6, 2008

Å Came into force June 2009

Austin, Texas

Energy Conservation 

Audit and Disclosure 

(ECAD) Ordinance



ASHRAE Existing Buildings in Urban Areas ConferenceECAD Summary

Commercial Buildings

ÅRating and disclosure 
to potential buyers 
beginning 2011 for 
buildings of all sizes*

Multifamily Buildings

ÅEnergy audit required 
beginning 2011*

ÅResults posted within 
building and provided 
to prospective buyers 
and tenants

ÅMandatory upgrades 
for buildings 
consuming more than 
150% of average 
within 18 months

Homes

ÅHome energy audit 
required beginning 
2009

ÅResults disclosed to 
potential buyers

ÅValid for 10 years

*Effective dates for commercial and multifamily for buildings greater than 10 

years old only. Newer buildings must comply within 10 years of construction 
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ÅProvisions recommended by 2008 

Washington Climate Action Team

ÅPassed Washington Senate April 20, 

2009

ÅSigned by Gov. Christine Gregoire

May 8, 2009
Sen. Derek Kilmer, prime sponsor of SB 5854

Washington State

Senate Bill 5854 Efficiency    

First
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Washington SB 5854

Energy rating + 
disclosure at 

time of 
transaction

Building Energy 
Codes

Public Building 
Audits + 
Retrofits

Strategic Plan
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Å70% reduction in energy consumption under 2031 codes (homes and buildings)

ÅAdoption of improved codes every 3 years to meet goal

Energy Codes

ÅTriggered by a transaction to prospective buyers, lessees and lenders

ÅUtilities to automatically upload utility bills into ENERGY STAR at customer request

Building Energy Rating + Disclosure

ÅBuildings must generate ENERGY STAR rating

ÅRatings below 50 trigger a preliminary energy audit

ÅInvestment grade audit and mandatory improvements may be required

ÅCannot lease space in private buildings with ratings less than 75

Public Buildings

ÅCity will develop a plan to increase energy efficiency and decrease emissions from 
homes, buildings, districts and neighborhoods

Strategic Plan

SB 5854 Summary
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ÅProvisions recommended by Green Building Capital 

Initiative Report convened by former Mayor Greg Nickels

ÅPassed unanimously by City Council Jan. 25, 2010

ÅSigned by new Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn Feb. 1, 2010

Seattle

Council Bill 116731
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Summary

Washington SB 5854

Energy rating + 
disclosure at 

time of 
transaction

Energy data 
reported to 

City

Disclosure to 
current 
tenants

Multifamily 
buildings

Building Energy 
Codes

Public Building 
Audits + 

Improvements
Strategic Plan

Single-family 
rating pilot

5,000 subsidized 
audits w/ loans 
and tax credits 

for retrofits


