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Why do states and jurisdictions want to rate the energy 

performance of buildings? 

Å Existing buildings are the #1 source of energy consumption and 

greenhouse gas emissions

Å Biggest bang for the buck

Å The existing building stock is awash in cost-effective opportunities to 

increase energy efficiency

Å Information can catalyze organic, market-based change and billions of $$$ 

in private investment in efficiency



ACEEE  2010 National Symposium on Market Transformation

Enacted Building types Disclosure Also required 

California 2007 Nonresidential 
Point of Transaction: Buyers, lessees and 

lenders 
Utility assistance 

Austin, TX 2008 
Nonresidential + 

multifamily 

Point of Transaction: Buyers + public 

display for multifamily 

Energy audits + some 

retrofits for multifamily 

District of Columbia 2008 Nonresidential Annual to public web site
Disclosure of energy use 

estimations for new buildings 

Washington State 2009 Nonresidential 
Point of Transaction: Buyers, lessees and 

lenders 

Utility assistance; minimum 

ratings for state leases 

New York City 2009 
Nonresidential + 

multifamily 
Annual to public web site 

Energy audits & retro 

commissioning 

Seattle 2010 
Nonresidential + 

multifamily 

Annual to city + Point of Transaction: 

Buyers, lessees , lenders + current tenants
Utility assistance 

Maryland Introduced Nonresidential Annual to state + Point of Transaction Utility assistance

Comparison of Commercial Rating and Disclosure Mandates
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NYC Greener, Greater Buildings Plan

ÅAudits and Retro commissioning

ÅEnergy & Water Rating and Disclosure

ÅLighting Upgrades and Tenant Space 

Sub metering

ÅCreation of NYC Building Energy 

Code

ÅWorkforce Development and Training 

Program (NYSERDA)

ÅFinancing Initiatives
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NYC Greener, Greater Buildings Plan

Å80% of NYCôs carbon footprint comes from building-related emissions

Å85% of existing buildings in NYC will still be around in 2030

ÅLegislation projected to affect 22,000 buildings

ÅWill reduce emissions by 4.75%, the largest reduction from any single

program in PlaNYC

ÅWill save consumers and building owners $700M annually in energy costs

ÅWill create more than 10,000 jobs in the construction and building sectors

Forecast: Impact and benefits of legislation

*All figures courtesy city of New York
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Elements of Rating Mandates ïENERGY STAR

Å Mandates rely on ENERGY STAR 

Portfolio Manager

Å Generates ñ1ò to ñ100ò rating by 

comparing a building to the peer 

building stock nationwide

Å Normalizes building energy 

consumption for climate, occupancy 

density, plug loads and other factors

Å Raw utility bills are not comparable 

between properties

Å Free, available online and 

nontechnical
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